and we only regret that it was not expanded into a separate memoir, and accompanied with such delineations as, without being too elaborate in their execution, might have conveyed a better idea of the successive stages of the process than any words can do. We are sure that our readers will thank us for placing before them the following recapitulation or digest of the phenomena observed during the early period of reparation. The return of the circulation has been already noticed : " 1. Stasis, or actual arrest of the circulation, is a direct effect of local irritation, more or less persistent, according to the degree or shock. Thus, if unattended by injury to structure, recovery from it restores the previous condition, whether inflammation be set up or not. Its local extent, like its duration, will be according to the amount of the irritation. The circulation is oscillatory at the verge of the stasis; beyond this it is preternatu rally slow; and yet further from the stationary centre it is, or appears to be, somewhat brisker than natural. The suddenness and completeness of the stasis determine the acuteness of the inflammation; it is slowly formed In all these cases, there is no change in the general character of the blood; because the action is one of a purely local kind ; and as fast as the new fibrin is generated, it is used up in the formative process. But if this production were too rapid, there would then be an accumulation of fibrin in the blood, and a part of it would probably pass off in the unorganizable or aplastic form of pus. We reserve, however, the detailed discussion of this subject for another article; and shall now conclude with a few words on the closing chapters of the work before us, which treat of ulceration, cicatrization, and gangrene.
Mr There is, in fact, as it seems to us, a molecular death of a certain amount of tissue, whose debris are removed by the absorbent vessels; the difference between ulceration and sloughing being simply this,?that in the latter, the whole substance dies at once, and separates from the living part, so as to be thrown off en masse ; whilst in the former, the death is more gradual, and the process of interstitial absorption still continues active, so that the products of disintegration are removed as fast as they are set free. The latter is consistent only with a state of parts, in which the vitality has been less completely destroyed than in the former process ; and, consequently, we find ulceration taking place at the edge of a slough.
We shall only further say, that these closing chapters, concise as they are, abound with important practical observations and deductions ; and that the whole work, though certainly far from being a complete treatise on the subject, may be strongly recommended to the student and practitioner, as well as to the professed pathologist. On the latter, Mr.
Travers will confer a great boon if he will follow out his series of observations on a more extensive scale, and give their results in a more extended and elaborate form.
